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MINUTES
January 5, 2023

Historic Preservation Board Meeting

The minutes of the proceedings of the regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Board held on the 5th day of January 2023 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall 201 N. 2nd St., Palatka, FL 32177. 

The meeting begins at 16 minutes on the YouTube recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRGNuqLQAR4 In accord with the State of Florida’s retention schedule, this link will expire after two years.
1. CALL TO ORDER at 4:00 PM

a. Invocation led by Mr. Sheffield

b. Pledge of Allegiance led by Chair van Rensburg
c. Roll Call

Elizabeth van Rensburg, Chair 


Present

Larry Beaton, Board Member 


Not present (excused absence)

Christopher Hollister, Board Member


Present

Breanna Pierce, Board Member


Present

Patti Vogt, Board Member



Present

Allen Sheffield, Board Member


Present

Clifton Baradell, Alternate Board Member 

Not Present 

Also present: Don Holmes, City Manager; Lisa Walsh, Planning Director; Sunni Krantz, City Clerk; Allegra Kitchens, former City Commissioner; Daniel Egitto, Palatka Daily News; Charles Smith, Blue Sky Roofing; present via telecommunications technology: Sunshine Nealy, Planner; Jackie Pollack, Planning Clerk; Valeria Bland Thomas, City Attorney 

d. RECOGNITION - Lynda Little Crabill, 17+ years as a Historic Preservation Board member

A plaque in recognition of Ms. Crabill’s years of service on the Historic Preservation Board recognition was presented to Ms. Crabill by the Chair. The City Commission accepted Ms. Crabill’s resignation from the Board in December 2022. The Board members congratulated Ms. Crabill on her retirement. Ms. Crabill accepted. Her family has been in Palatka since 1946. She asked the Board to continue to appreciate our history.

e. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair for 2023

Nomination of Ms. van Rensburg as Chair of the Board for 2023 by Ms. Pierce Second by Mrs. Vogt. Motion passed unanimously.

Nomination of Mr. Sheffield as Vice Chair for 2023 by Ms. van Rensburg. Second by Mr. Hollister. Motion passed unanimously.

f. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication

The appeal procedures were read by Ms. van Rensburg.

Time was allotted for ExParte communication. Hearing none, the floor was closed for ExParte communication. 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. December 1, 2022

Motion to approve by Mrs. Vogt. Second by Mr. Hollister. Motion passed unanimously

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Speakers limited to three minutes - no action taken on items)

The floor was opened to public comment.
Ms. Allegra Kitchens 1027 S 12th St., Palatka, FL 32177 - thanked Ms. Lynda Crabill for her longstanding service to the City.
The floor was closed to public comment

4. REGULAR BUSINESS

a. HPB Case 22-31: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a metal roof 
Owner: Thomas and Lucille Harvey
Address: 315 Kirkland Street
Parcel Nos.: 42-10-27-6850-0410-0082

Ms. Walsh advised the Board the applicant is requesting to replace their shingle roof with a metal roof. This item was tabled from last month's meeting because the board requested to hear from the applicant and see the material. 
The applicant was represented by Mr. Charles Smith 182 W. River Rd. Palatka, FL 32177 from Blue Sky Roofing. He showed a sample of the galvanized metal roofing.

Motion to approve by Ms. Vogt. Second by Ms. Pierce. Motion passed unanimously.

The floor was opened to public hearing. Hearing none, the floor was closed to public hearing

5. STAFF PRESENTATIONS

Sunshine Law Presentation 
Ms. Krantz reviewed the State Attorney General presentation on the Sunshine Law with the Board. She indicated the biggest takeaway is that where two board members are, they must abide by the Sunshine Law governing public board meetings. The presentation also covered the importance of maintaining public records. 

Parliamentary Procedures

Ms. Krantz provided an overview of parliamentary procedures and Roberts Rules of Order. The biggest takeaway being having an agenda and keeping decorum during meetings. 

Board Member Responsibilities
Ms. Walsh provided an overview of the sections of the City code that govern the Historic Preservation Board. Ms. Walsh expressed the main premise of the Secretary of the Interior Standards is to attempt to do a like for like repair on a historic building.

Ms. Walsh mentioned the Request for Proposals that the City currently has out seeking a vendor to complete a Historic District Survey update.

Mr. Holmes addressed the Board to explain that individually, the Board members do not have authority. The group has authority as a collective body. If an individual is asked a question by the public, it is putting the board member at a

disadvantage. The basic goal is keeping order during meetings and try to help the Board focus on what their job is, and that is to apply the standards that are in the code. Mr. Holmes said if a board member has an issue with the code, they can bring it to Staff and Staff will look at it and ultimately the Commission may look at it. Mr. Sheffield expressed there are two instances in the City Code concerning the Historic Preservation Board that speak concerning “interior” renovations. 
Mr. Holmes explained to the Board members that not even sworn Code Enforcement officers can trespass on private property. There is nothing that specifically says a board member cannot do a private inspection, however in the spirit of a board member action is that the board all sees and hears the same thing and comes to a decision. The Board should expect a fair presentation by Staff rather than attempting to gather information individually. If Staff is not giving a sufficient presentation, Mr. Holmes asked the Board to let Staff know what they would like more, a brief summary of the rule being applied or better pictures, etc.

6. BOARD COMMENTS – nothing further. 
7. ADJOURN at 4:51 PM 
Motion to adjourn by Mrs. Vogt. Second by Mr. Hollister. Motion passed unanimously.

NOTICES: ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY A DECISION OF THE BOARD MAY, WITHIN 15 DAYS THEREAFTER, APPLY TO THE CITY COMMISSION FOR A REVIEW OF THE BOARD'S DECISION. SUCH APPLICATION MUST BE FILED WITH THE CITY MANAGER IN WRITING. OBJECTIONS BY PROPERTY OWNERS TO NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION(S) MUST BE NOTARIZED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD. SECTION 54-4-74, PALATKA MUNICIPAL CODE

ANY PERSON WISHING TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, AT THE APPLICANT'S EXPENSE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. FS 286.0105

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 386-329-0100 AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO REQUEST ACCOMMODATIONS.
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