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PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES

March 7, 2023

The minutes of the proceedings of the regular meeting of the Planning Board held on March 7, 2023, at 4:00 PM, at City Hall, 201 N. 2nd St., Palatka, FL 32177.  

The meeting begins at 26 minutes 31 seconds on the YouTube recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WObbzeVMBps In accord with the Florida Retention schedule, this link will expire after two years.


1. CALL TO ORDER at 4:00 PM

a. Invocation led by Chair.
b. Pledge of Allegiance led by Chair.
c. Roll Call
Chair Ed Killebrew		–Present
Vice Chair Chase Barnes		–Present
Earl Wallace		–Not present
George Deloach		–Not present (excused absence) 
Caitlin Owens		–Present
Edie Wilson		–Present
Dawn Rawls		–Present

Also present: Lisa Walsh, Planning Director; Valeria Bland Thomas, City Attorney; Sunshine Nealy, Planner; Sunni Krantz, City Clerk; Allegra Kitchens, former City Commissioner; Also present via telecommunications technology: Jackie Pollack, Planning Clerk

d. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication
The appeal procedures were read by the chair.
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. February 7, 2023
Motion to approve by Ms. Rawls. Second by Mr. Barnes. Motion passed unanimously.
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3. PUBLIC COMMENTS - (Speakers limited to three minutes - no action taken on items)
The floor was opened to public comment. Hearing none, the floor was closed to public comment.

4. REGULAR/PUBLIC BUSINESS

a. 	PB Case 23-01: Request to annex 0.92 acres, amend future land use map from Putnam County Urban Service (US) to City of Palatka Commercial and rezone from Putnam County Commercial, General, Light (C-2) City of Palatka Commercial, Intensive (C-2) Owner: KB-USA LLC Location: 514 & 510 Towles Ave., Palatka, FL Parcel No.: 02-10-26-6870-0000-0340 & 02-10-26-6870-0000-0360

Ms. Walsh addressed the Board. Since the submittal of the initial application, the two parcels have been combined. Now the property is identified as 510 W. Towles Ave. The purpose of the request to annex is to connect to City's water and sewer and to construct a restaurant. The right of way road frontage was annexed into the City in 1987. Staff recommends approval.

The floor was opened to public comment. The applicant was present. Hearing no comments, the floor was closed to public comment. 

Motion to approve the annexation by Mr. Barnes. Second by Ms. Rawls. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to amend the future land use map from Putnam County Urban Service (US) to City of Palatka Commercial by Mr. Barnes. Second by Ms. Rawls. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to rezone the property from Putnam County Commercial, General, Light (C-2) City of Palatka Commercial, Intensive (C-2)  by Mr. Barnes. Second by Ms. Rawls. Motion passed unanimously.

b. PB Case 23-04: Request to amend future land use map for 177.66 acres from City of Palatka Industrial (IND), Residential Low (RL) and Commercial (COM) to City of Palatka Planned Unit Development (PUD) and rezone from City of Palatka Light Industrial (M-1), Multiple Family Residential (R-3) and Central Commercial (C-3) to City of Palatka Recreation and Open Space (ROS) Owner: Crystal Cove Resort, LLC Parcel No.: 37-09-26-0000-0060-0110 Address: 121 Crystal Cove Dr., Palatka, FL 

PRESENTATION HAS BEEN POSTPONED

Ms. Walsh advised this case concerns a very large piece of property. Due to a mis-advertisement this case will be scheduled for April.

5. STAFF COMMENTS

a.   Project Presentation
[bookmark: page3]Ms. Walsh provided a presentation (from the agenda packet) concerning the projects the Planning Department has worked on through January 2023. Ms. Walsh spoke on the Cottages tree mitigation schedule and they will not be out of compliance. Terracon, a consultant, will be performing a historic district survey. Impact fees which were recently adopted by the Commission, will go into effect after May 16th. Ms. Walsh indicated an example of an impact fee: to construct a single-family residence the impact fee would be between $6,500 - $7,000 plus the $3,500 impact fee for water and sewer. Our water treatment plant is at 50 % capacity, so the impact fees are necessary as we look to expand the capacity of City plants. 


· b.   Revision of Planning Board duties discussion and recommendation
Ms. Walsh discussed with the Board the possibility of it taking on the current duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals. Ms. Walsh indicated the duties would mainly be requests for variance. The requests for variance are quasi-judicial as this is essentially an appeal of a decision of the Planning Director. The zoning board of appeals has not met since 2018. Ms. Krantz explained difficulty in obtaining for a board that does not meet regularly. 

The Board discussed the matter. The general consensus of the board was in favor. Mr. Barnes spoke on the appeals of the Planning Board going to the Commission. He also expressed the need for education on the applicable codes prior to taking on the duties of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

The floor was opened to public comment: 

Ms. Allegra Kitchens 1027 S 12th St., Palatka, FL 32177 - spoke in opposition. She spoke of the need for the citizens to have more than one source of appeal.

Hearing no further comments, the floor was closed to public comment. 

6. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS – nothing further. 

7. ADJOURN at 4:40 PM

Motion to adjourn by Ms. Rawls.



ANY PERSON WISHING TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE PLANNING BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. FS 286.0105 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRINGACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERKS OFFICE AT 329-0100 AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO REQUEST ACCOMMODATIONS.
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